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MEETINGS 
Our Next Regular Meeting – Mon., Aug 15                7:30 PM   

@ Winder Woman’s Club (behind Winder Fire Dept.) 
Auburn City Council Meeting – Thur., Sept 1                6:00 PM 

Winder City Council Meeting – Tue., Sept 6                  6:00 PM 

Barrow School Board Meeting – Tue., Sept 6                 6:00 PM 

Bethlehem City Council Meeting – Mon., Sept 12         7:00 PM 

County Commission Meeting – Tue., Sept 13                 7:00 PM 

Auburn City Council Meeting – Thur., Sept 15              6:00 PM 

Carl Town Council Meeting – Thur., Sept 15                 7:00 PM 

Statham City Council Meeting – Tue., Sept 20               7:00 PM 

County Commission Meeting – Tue., Sept 27                 7:00 PM 
 

VOTING  MEMBERS  –  COUNTY  COMMITTEE  (27) 

Ken Young – Chr.             Lucretia Hughes          Kathy Hopkins           

Mike Pentecost – 1st VC      David Gunter             Teeny Allison 

Leonard Koonce – 2nd VC   Richard Pepper          Sara Pepper 

Mark Staley – Sec.               June Miller                Julia Bridges 

Terry Raber – Asst. Sec.        Cal Neff                  Tim Walker              

Clay Kelley – Tr.              Charles Powell            Jimmy Lomax 

Bob Lanham – Asst. Tr.      John Reavis               Linda Reavis 

John Stevens                      Lynn Stevens            Marty Rahinsky      

DuWayne Anderson        Dennis Hevener            Fe Hevener         
                 
EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 
Chairman                       Ken Young                    770-867-5748 

email:  kenyoung276@hotmail.com                                                       

First Vice-Chair            Mike Pentecost              770-867-3775 

email:  MCPWinder@aol.com                                                                 

Second Vice-Chair        Leonard Koonce            706-351-7441 

                         email:  lkoonce1967@gmail.com                                                    

Secretary                       Mark Staley                   770-539-0976 

email:  staley93@hotmail.com            

Asst. Secretary              Terry Raber                    678-492-6792 

                           email:  terryraber.lcm@comcast.net       

Treasurer                       Clay Kelley                    770-560-4523 

email:  BKCONSLT@comcast.net                                                       

Asst. Treasurer             Bob Lanham                   770-867-5459 

email:  lanhamrj@hotmail.com                                                     

C.C. Dist. 1 Rep.           Richard Pepper              770-725-2777 

C.C. Dist. 2 Rep.           DuWayne Anderson      404-285-0978 

C.C. Dist. 3 Rep.           Cal Neff                        678-753-2912          

C.C. Dist. 4 Rep.           David Gunter                678-425-4127  

C.C. Dist. 5 Rep.           Marty Rahinsky            770-868-8919 

C.C. Dist. 6 Rep.           June Miller                    770-867-5932 

 

Barrow 10th District Rep.                          DuWayne Anderson 
 

MEMBERSHIP  INFORMATION 
 

Reg.  $ 15, Adv.  $ 25, Barrow 100  $ 100, Barrow 360  $ 360 
 

LOCAL ELECTED REPUBLICAN OFFICIALS ARE 

EXPECTED TO RENEW THEIR MEMBERSHIP!  

##################            7:30  PM          ############### 
 

#############              August  15,  2016          ############ 

 

 INSURANCE  COMMISSIONER  RALPH  HUDGENS 

KIRK  SHOOK,  2016  NATIONAL  DELEGATE 
 

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 
 

MEMBERSHIP  COMPARISON    (as  of  7/31/16)     
 

Membership  ’08    ’09    ’10     ’11    ’12    ’13    ’14    ’15    ‘16 
 

Regular           56      48      46     44     63      39     36     26     27 

Advanced       75      68      58     59      71     59     41     55     55 

Barrow 100     13     17      16     17      13       8     13       7       9 

Barrow 360      0        1        1       1        1       1       0       1       1 

Students                                                  4       3       2       2       1 

Total              144   134    121   121   152    110     92     91    93 

Renewals       106   113    105   112   101     95      82     85    75 

New                 38     21      16       9     51     15      10       6    18 
 

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 
 

www.barrowgop.org                                          

 

ANNUAL  REPUBLICAN  BBQ 
 

5:00 PM  -  SATURDAY  -  AUGUST  27,  2016 

WINDER  LIONS  CLUB  -  354  E.  BROAD  ST. 

 

U.S.  SENATOR  DAVID  PERDUE   

&  OTHER  ELECTED  OFFICIALS 

 

ADULTS  -  $ 15.00                 AGES  6-12  -  $ 7.50 

AGE  5  &  UNDER  -  FREE 

 

CONTACT  KEN  YOUNG 

FOR  TICKETS  &  MORE  INFORMATION 

SPONSORSHIPS  ARE  AVAILABLE 
 

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 
 

REPUBLICAN:   THE FREEDOM  PARTY 

LOWER  TAXES   *******   LIMITED  GOVERNMENT 

EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  ALL 
 

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 
 

MARK  YOUR  CALENDARS 

 

Aug 15 (Mon)           Monthly Meeting 

Aug 27 (Sat)             Annual Barrow GOP BBQ 

Sept 17 (Sat)             Statham Sunflower Festival 

Sept 19 (Mon)          Monthly Meeting 

Oct 17 (Mon)           Monthly Meeting 

Nov  8 (Tue)             GENERAL ELECTION 

Nov 21 (Mon)           Monthly Meeting 

Dec  5 (Mon)            Annual Holiday Dinner 

mailto:kenyoung276@hotmail.com
mailto:MCPWinder@aol.com
mailto:lkoonce1967@gmail.com
mailto:staley93@hotmail.com
mailto:terryraber.lcm@comcast.net
mailto:BKCONSLT@comcast.net
mailto:lanhamrj@hotmail.com
http://www.barrowgop.org/


LOOKING  AHEAD 
 

Air Force Day – August 1 (Monday) 

Coast Guard Day – August 2 (Tuesday) 

Herbert Hoover Birthday – August 10 (Wednesday) 

Benjamin Harrison Birthday – August 20 (Saturday) 

Patriot Day – September 11 (Sun) 

William Taft Birthday – September 15 (Thursday) 

POW/MIA Recognition Day – September 16 (Friday) 

Constitution Day – September 17 (Saturday) 

 

BBQ     BBQ     BBQ     BBQ     BBQ     BBQ     BBQ     BBQ 

 

A U G U S T   2 7,   2 0 1 6 

 

BBQ     BBQ     BBQ     BBQ     BBQ     BBQ     BBQ     BBQ 

 

 

2015 – 2017  BARROW  PRECINCT  CHAIRPERSONS 
 

Bethlehem Community Center                   Jimmy Lomax 

Bethabra Baptist Church                            Marty Rahinsky 

Bramlett Elementary                                  John Stevens 

Westside Middle School                            Linda Powell 

Statham Fire Dept.                                     Leonard Koonce                   

Holsenbeck Elementary                             John Reavis 

Lions Club                                                 DuWayne Anderson 

Barrow County Rec. Dept.                        Bob Lanham 

Apalachee High School                             Kathy Hopkins                                                        

Winder Community Center                       Terry Raber                     

County Line Elementary                            June Miller 

The Church at Winder                                Cal Neff       

 

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 
 

INAUGURATION   CEREMONY 
 

FOR BARROW COUNTY NEWLY ELECTED OFFICIALS 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2016  -  10:00 AM 

COURTROOM #4, NEW COURTHOUSE 

652 BARROW PARK DR.,  WINDER,  GA   30680 
 

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 

 

YOU  ARE  INVITED 

TO  BREAKFAST! 
 

   Everyone is invited to participate in a monthly political break-

fast group.  It is currently meeting at the Golden Corral Restaur-

ant in Winder, on the Saturday following our monthly meeting.  

The next group breakfast will be Saturday, August 20, 2016, at 

9:00 AM.  Please make plans to attend, and bring a friend! 

   This is an informal group of conservatives who gather to eat, 

fellowship, and discuss the issues.  This provides a chance for 

our members to meet, in addition to our monthly business meet-

ings.  It is a great way to recruit new members, and stay up on 

what’s going on. 
 

GOLDEN  CORRAL  -  WINDER 

SATURDAY,  AUGUST  20,  2016 

9:00 AM 

FROM  THE  CHAIR 
 

   WE ARE ACCEPTING NEW MEMBERSHIPS AND 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS FOR 2016.  If you have not 

already renewed, please bring it to our August 15 meeting, mail 

it to our P.O. Box 1054, Winder, GA, 30680-1054, or go on-line 

to our web site for a credit/debit purchase. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
 

Our 23rd Annual Barrow Republican BBQ is scheduled for 

Saturday, August 27, 2016, at 5:00 PM in the Winder Lions 

Club.  U.S. Sen. David Perdue and Georgia Secretary of State 

Brian Kemp will be two of the main speakers.  Please be pre-

pared for another BBQ with great food, fun, surprises, door 

prizes, a contest, and patriotic music by the Yargo Community 

band.  There will be a free 2018 Governor’s Race straw poll as 

well.  We are looking for BBQ sponsors for that day.  Please 

contact me as soon as possible for availability and prices.  It is 

crucial for our members to sell/buy as many tickets as possible.  

This is our major fundraiser for the year!!!!  We need all of our 

members to help with this. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

   We had a great meeting last month with great attendance.    

We heard from our State Sen. Frank Ginn on a variety of issues. 

Dee Toliver of Come Alive Ministries (pro-life group) could not 

attend due to sickness, and she will be rescheduled at a future 

date.  BBQ preparations continue. 

___________________________________________________ 

 

   Our next regular monthly meeting will be Monday, August 

15, 2016 at 7:30 PM in the Winder Woman’s Club.  Our first 

guest speaker will be our former state senator and now State 

Insurance Commissioner Ralph Hudgens.  Our second guest 

speaker will be Kirk Shook, GAGOP Secretary and 2016 

National Convention Delegate.  We will also be voting on a 

proposed Campaign Budget Spending Resolution, which will 

get us through April 2017. 

___________________________________________________ 

 

   It will be worth your time.  Make plans to attend!  Be early for 

a good seat.  Bring a friend! 
 

Ken Young 
 

ADDITIONAL  LINKS  
 

“Techies: Join The Side You’re On” – Forbes – Amity Shlaes – 

April 19, 2016 – 

www.forbes.com/sites/currentevents/2016/03/23/techies-join-

the-side-youre-on/#466b93ce7a2b   
 

“China’s Anti-Gun Stance Doesn’t Stop Mass killings” – 

America’s 1st Freedom – Allan Cors – January 2016 – 

www.americas1stfreedom.org/articles/2015/12/29/presidents - 

column-chinas-anti-gun-stance-doesnt-stop-mass-killings/   

 

“Upheaval To Reinvent U.S. Politics” – Forbes – David 

Malpass – May 10, 2016 – 

www.forbes.com/sites/xcurrentevents/2016/04/26/upheaval-to-

reinvent-u-s-politics/#349a5218eeed   

http://www.forbes.com/sites/currentevents/2016/03/23/techies-join-the-side-youre-on/#466b93ce7a2b
http://www.forbes.com/sites/currentevents/2016/03/23/techies-join-the-side-youre-on/#466b93ce7a2b
http://www.americas1stfreedom.org/articles/2015/12/29/presidents%20-%20column-chinas-anti-gun-stance-doesnt-stop-mass-killings/
http://www.americas1stfreedom.org/articles/2015/12/29/presidents%20-%20column-chinas-anti-gun-stance-doesnt-stop-mass-killings/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/xcurrentevents/2016/04/26/upheaval-to-reinvent-u-s-politics/#349a5218eeed
http://www.forbes.com/sites/xcurrentevents/2016/04/26/upheaval-to-reinvent-u-s-politics/#349a5218eeed


2016  CONTESTED RACES 

AFFECTING  BARROW  COUNTY 
 

President                       Trump – R     Clinton – D    Johnson – L 

U.S. Senate                    Isakson – R   Barksdale – D    

10th U.S. District           Hice – R        Leonard Ware – Write-In 

Commission Dist. 2      Brown – R     Dwight Acey – D 

Commission Dist. 3      Wehunt – R   Michael Pope – D 

School Board Dist. 6    Bailey – R      B.L. Mayweather – D 

 

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 

 

THOUGHTS   ON   WHY   RELIGIOUS  FREEDOM 

BILL  FAILED 

 

Dick Yarbrough, Gwinnett Daily Post 

 

   Before you get your shorts in a wad, the following observa-

tions in no way indicate my preference for or opposition to the 

recent Religious Freedom bill vetoed by Gov. Nathan Deal.  My 

personal opinions are irrelevant to this discussion.  Rather, this 

is a refresher course in Politics 101. 

   In a democracy, there are only two ways a political decision 

can be made: The application of pressure or the lack thereof.  In 

other words, you either apply pressure on those who are making 

the decision or you keep the pressure off so they can come to the 

conclusion you desire. 

   It was obvious that in the case of the Religious Freedom bill, 

there was more pressure put on the governor to veto the bill than 

there was pressure to sign it.  Most major companies in the state, 

along with chambers of commerce, the entertainment industry, 

the Atlanta professional sports franchises, the National Football 

League and a number of ministers strongly opposed the reli-

gious freedom bill and were vocal in predicting dire conse-

quences if it was signed by the governor. 

   Having spent most of my life in a large corporation, I can tell 

you that the last thing a company wants is controversy.  Man-

agement doesn’t like it and, most importantly, shareholders 

don’t like it.  Big companies are an easy target for special in-

terest groups and it was obvious that many of the corporations 

had heard from those opposed to the bill and not as many who 

were in favor. 

   That leads me to communications.  The opponents of the bill 

were clear and succinct in stating the reasons why the bill 

should be defeated and if it passed the Legislature, why it 

should be vetoed. 

   In my opinion, proponents of the religious freedom bill did a 

poor job of communicating their case.  They stayed on the 

defensive through much of the debate and seemed unable to 

clearly articulate the need for such a law. 

   Had the proponents asked me, I would have suggested they 

find a better spokesman for their cause than State Sen. John 

McKoon (R-Columbus), a publicity hound of the first magni-

tude and a man with little influence among his colleagues.  Also, 

the Baptist spokesman who likened our state government to 

Nazi Germany didn’t exactly help things.  He may have thought 

that overstatement would energize his base but I doubt it added 

many converts.  It was a stupid thing to say. 

   Will the effort to convene a special session of the General 

Assembly to override the governor’s veto come to pass?  Not 

likely.  In the first place, people in the know say the votes aren’t 

there to override the veto.  In the second place, I don’t think 

most Georgians would be happy to spend some $40,000 a day – 

the estimated cost for reconvening the Legislature – to find out.  

And then there is the fact that a number of legislators have 

announced their retirement.  Getting them to come back to 

Atlanta for such a session would rank between slim and none. 

   Finally, remember this: In Georgia, the governor – whoever he 

might be – has a lot of power to wield.  Legislators take on the 

governor and his staff at their own political risk.  Posturing is 

one thing.  Threatening is another.  You may have missed Gov. 

Deal’s comment in his veto message: “I do not respond well to 

insults or threats.”  Be forewarned.  Governors have a number of 

ways to punish recalcitrant legislators.  Like it or not, that is just 

a political fact of life. 

   Proponents of the religious freedom effort say they will be 

back at it again next session.  If they hope to be successful, they 

need to do a better job than they did this session.  Get an arti-

culate spokesperson (someone like Ed Setzler, R-Cobb.)  Get 

some clear and concise messages.  Have some tangible exam-

ples to cite as to why the legislation is needed.  Let businesses 

know that they will pay the price for their opposition.  Threaten 

to boycott them and their services.  Broaden your base of 

support.  Make friends and allies.  Talk to civic clubs.  PTAs.  

Garden clubs.  Run ads advocating the need for the bill. 

   It is said there are only two things certain in this world: Death 

and taxes.  To that I would add the successful application of 

political pressure if you want a piece of legislation to become 

law.  It will be interesting to see how well the religious freedom 

advocates have learned this lesson, if at all.  Right now, they are 

blaming everybody but themselves. 
 

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 
 

SKID   ROW   DIET 
 

The drive-bys are working overtime to pump up Obama’s miser-

able economic “legacy.”  Get this headline from Yahoo Finance: 

“Bad Economy May Be Good For Your Health: Study.”  Of 

course there’s a “study” – this time from University of Virginia 

professor Christopher Ruhm, entitled “Health Effects of Econo-

mic Crises.”  Ruhm supposedly discovered that people avoid 

vices like drinking and smoking when they are stressed about 

their finances.  (Which, of course, is exactly the opposite of real 

life, but hey, anything to help Obama.)  Ruhm says his study 

showed that people also exercise and socialize more during 

downturns.  But think about it.  Lacking money for food will 

force one to dramatically slim down.  Trudging from place to 

place in search of a minimum-wage job can build muscle tone 

and strengthen limbs.  Standing in a long soup line in the fresh 

air can be beneficial for the heart and lungs.  So the “health 

benefits” of living in Democrat-run hellhole cities have been 

exported to the rest of the country – thanks to Obama.  

(Limbaugh Letter) 

___________________________________________________ 

 

A yearning for freedom beats in every human heart, and the 

same thing applies to mollusks, it seems.  In New Zealand’s 

National Aquarium, Inky the Octopus climbed up the wall of his 

tank, squeezed out through a gap in the glass, and then slid 

down a 150-foot drainage pipe that led to the waters of Hawke’s 

bay, his former home.  When the story got out, he became a 

Kiwi folk hero.  A slippery character with a talent for getting out 

of tight spots, Inky may have a future in politics back in the bay.  

(National Review) 



THE   NEXT   TWO   BIG   LEGISLATIVE 

POLICY   ISSUES 
 

Josh Belinfante, James, May/June 2016 
 

   At the conclusion of the 2016 legislative session, lawmakers 

and Gov. Nathan Deal agreed on the overwhelming majority of 

bills and the budget.  The media has made much of three vetoes, 

that of the religious freedom legislation and two bills involving 

gun rights.  And while the governor’s 16 vetoes fall well short 

of Gov. Sonny Perdue’s record 41 vetoes after a contentious 

2007 session of the General Assembly, the press has already 

made much of the limited daylight between the governor and 

Legislature.  This reality is running headlong into 2018 ambi-

tions and jockeying for statewide or federal offices that may 

open up as a result of Deal’s inability to seek a third term. 

   Into this changing political dynamic comes two issues that 

were foreshadowed in the 2016 legislative session and provide 

the prologue for what could be great political theater in the 

coming two years. 

   First, the governor has indicated he will push game-changing 

K-12 school funding reform during his last two years.  Put sim-

ply, the proposal will have state funds follow the student as op-

posed to being allocated based on a 1980s formula that consi-

ders projected school enrollment.  The legislation will be con-

troversial, and the reasons are clear.  Education represents a 

majority of the state budget and, consequently, changes to fund-

ing formulas involve significant amounts of taxpayer money.  

Beyond this, funding reform can create winners (those school 

districts that will receive more money through formula changes) 

and losers (those that will receive less).  The losers will be some 

legislators’ most active constituents, namely parents of children 

educated in public schools and public school employees. 

   Second, health care issues will also loom large in the coming 

years.  The Medicaid Provider fee, which requires hospitals 

(even tax exempt ones) to pay a portion of the state funds used 

to draw down Medicaid, is set to expire next year.  The legis-

lature will have to choose to reauthorize it or allow it to sunset.  

Hospitals have largely been supportive of extensions, but there 

is never any guarantee on that issue. 

   The reauthorization will inevitably raise another Medicaid 

issue – the question of whether to expand Medicaid as author-

ized by Obamacare.  In 2014 the Governor and legislature 

agreed that any extension would require legislative (as opposed 

to purely executive) approval.  Since then, Democrats have 

made this one of their top priorities, and until recently they had 

few allies in this red state.  Now, various chambers of commerce 

are studying proposals and are expected to push it in the coming 

years.  The Georgia Hospital Association has long supported 

Medicaid expansion, and will likely continue to do so in the 

future. 

   These Medicaid and funding debates will likely be part of a 

larger health care discussion involving attempts to repeal 

Georgia's restrictive Certificate of need (:CON”) laws.  During 

the 20915 and 2016 legislative sessions, House Judiciary Chair-

man Wendell Willard proposed to first reform CON (2015) and 

then eliminate it altogether in 2016.  The latter bill is going to be 

studied by the House Government Affairs Committee this sum-

mer.  While most tax exempt hospitals have long opposed open-

ing up their markets to free competition, their desire for addi-

tional Medicaid dollars has the makings of a potential bargain. 

   As health care spending makes up the second largest portion 

of the state budget, the demands on state coffers presented by 

Medicaid funding and education reform will be tremendous.  

Deal is term limited and has the political freedom to make what 

could be unpopular decisions.  Legislators are not so unrestrain-

ed, and as many are already preparing for the next (potentially 

statewide) office, political realities will inevitably make tackling 

these twin issues challenging – but certainly fun to watch. 

 

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 

 

A remarkable moment for Peru: Two center-right, free-market 

presidential candidates are locked in a too-close-to-call election 

with overseas votes still being counted.  Keiko Fujimori, the 41-

year-old daughter of former president Alberto Fujimori, trails 

Pedro Pablo Kuczynski, a former World Bank economist, by 

around 50,000 votes.  Both candidates have promised to conti-

nue Peru’s 15-year stretch of market-friendly policies and to 

fight corruption, crime, and poverty.  Whatever the result, the 

Andean republic stands in stark contrast with its Latin American 

neighbor Venezuela, a country that over roughly the same per-

iod has embraced Hugo Chavez’s brand of socialism.  Venezue-

la has the world’s largest proven reserves of oil – and can’t feed 

itself or produce enough toilet paper.  Peru, by no means a per-

fect country, has cut poverty nearly in half while growing at a 

rate of almost 5 percent per year since 2000.  The lesson: Free 

markets and the rule of law are the best path forward for deve-

loping (and developed) economies; socialism and chavismo lead 

to empty wallets and empty stomachs.  (National Review) 

 

 

UNHAPPY   PRIVILEGE 
 

Showing up on time and getting good grades are no longer con-

sidered the building blocks of success.  Now they are “symbols 

of white privilege.”  This according to Heather Hackman, a 

“deep diversity, equity, and social justice” consultant, who led a 

workshop at the 17th annual White Privilege Conference last 

month, attended by The Daily Caller.  Hackman declared that 

modern education has been corrupted by white supremacy, so 

teachers must “engage with the systemic oppression.”  In Hack-

man’s view, the “white narrative” defines a good student as 

“hard-working, disciplined, rigorous, successful.”  And that the 

racist white education bureaucracy values discipline, attendance, 

and proper English.  “Inside, I am screaming,” said Hackman, 

claiming that emphasizing these dangerous traits is literally 

“killing off non-white Americans.”  What a hack.  Her message: 

minority students are incapable of getting good grades or show-

ing up on time.  What’s really killing hopes of success for these 

kids are the low expectations of racist libs like Hackman.  

(Limbaugh Letter)   

 

 

In the least surprising news of the week, ISIS is reportedly 

shooting civilians attempting to flee Fallujah, the war-torn Iraqi 

city under siege by government troops.  If more than a decade of 

war against jihadists has taught Americans anything, it is that 

our enemy is wholly ineffectual without human shields.  They 

rely on them for concealment and use their inevitable deaths in 

war as a propaganda weapon against American troops who 

sometimes even give their lives in the effort to minimize civilian 

bloodshed.  Jihadists tend to loudly extol their own valor and 

manhood, yet they hide behind innocents.  (National Review) 


